The twelve days of Christmas are the
twelve days between Christmas Day,
Dec. 25th, the birth of Jesus, and the
Epiphany, Jan. 6th, the day Christians
celebrate the arrival of the Magi (Wise
Men) and the revelation of Christ as the
light of the world. It dates from a time of
religious persecution. The song, "The
Twelve Days of Christmas," was written
as a kind of secret catechism that could
be sung in public without fear of arrest -
a learning or memory aid to Christians
in fact.

¢ 1. The partridge in a pear

tree is Jesus.

2. The two
turtledoves are
the Old and New
Testaments.

3. Three French hens stand for
foith, hope and love.

4. The four calling birds are
the fowr Gospels.
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5. The five gold rings recall the
Hebrew Torah (Low), or the
Pentateuch, the first five books
of the Old Testament.

8. The six geese a-loying stand
for the six days of ereation.
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7. The seven swans o-swimming
represent the seven gifts of the <=

Holy Spirit.

8. The eight maids a-milking
" are the eight Beatitudes.

9. Nine lodies dancing are

Spirit.

10. The ten lords o-
leaping are the Ten
Commandments.

11. Eleven pipers piping
represent the eleven foithful
Qpostles.

12. Twelve drummers
drumming symbolize the
twelve points of doctrine in
the Opostles Creed.

If you think Jesus being symbolized as a
partridge in a pear tree sounds blasphemous,
remember:

"Jerusalem! Jerusalem! How often would |
have sheltered thee under my wings, as a
hen does her chicks, but thou wouldst not
have it so." (Luke 13:34 and Matthew 23:34)

The "true love" in the song refers to God
Himself.

The "me" receiving the gifts is every
Christian.

So that "silly" song we sing at Christmas
time has more meaning than we thought.
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~ 1860-1931 ~
English missionary to China. India.
and Africa
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His life will be an eternal rebuke to easygoing
Christianity. He has demonstrated what it means to
follow Christ without counting the cost and without
looking back. C.T. was essentially a cavalry leader,
and in that capacity he led several splendid charges.
As a soldier of the Cross, C.T. is remembered for "his
courage in any emergency, his determination never to
sound the retreat, his conviction that he was in God's
will, his faith that God would see him through, his
contempt of the arm of the flesh, and his willingness
to risk all for Christ."

Charles Thomas Studd was born in England in
1860, one of three sons of a wealthy retired planter,
Edward Studd, who had made a fortune in India and
had come back to England to enjoy his wealth. After
being converted to Christ during a Moody-Sankey
campaign in England in 1877, Edward Studd became
deeply concerned about the spiritual welfare of his
three sons and influenced them for the cause of Christ
before his death two years later.

By the time C.T. was sixteen he had become an
expert cricket player and at nineteen was captain of
his team at Eton College. He was further educated at
Trinity College, Cambridge where he was also
recognized as an outstanding cricketer.

C.T. was saved in 1878 at the age of 18 when a
visiting preacher at their home caught C.T. on his way
to play cricket. "Are you a Christian?" he asked. C.T's
answer not being convincing enough, the pastor
pressed the issue. C.T. received Christ as his Savior
that day! C.T. tells what he experienced in his own
words: "I got down on my knees and I did say 'thank
you' to God. And right then and there joy and peace
came into my soul. I knew then what it was to be 'born
again,’ and the Bible which had been so dry to me
before, became everything." His two brothers were
also saved that same day!

But there followed a period of six years in a
backslidden state. C.T. relates: "Instead of going and
telling others of the love of Christ, I was selfish and
kept the knowledge to myself. The result was that
gradually my love began to grow cold, and the love of
the world began to come in. I spent six years in that
unhappy backslidden state." The Lord in His goodness
worked in his life and after a serious illness of his
brother and his going to hear D.L. Moody the Lord
met C.T. again and restored to him the joy of His
salvation.

"Still further, and what was better than all, He set
me to work for Him, and I began to try and persuade
my friends to read the Gospel, and to speak to them
individually about their souls."

"I cannot tell you what joy it gave me to bring the

first soul to the Lord Jesus Christ. I have tasted

almost all the pleasures that this world can give ... but
those pleasures were as nothing compared to the joy
that the saving of that one soul gave me."

The Lord continued to work in his life, and led
C.T. to go to China. C.T. seeking to comfort his
mother wrote: "Mother dear, I do pray God to show
you that it is such a privilege to give up a child to be
used of God to saving poor sinners who have never
even heard of the name of Jesus." C.T. was one of the
"Cambridge Seven" who offered themselves to
Hudson Taylor for missionary service in the China
Inland Mission. In February of 1885 C.T. sailed for
China. Once there, they followed the early practice of
the Mission by living and dressing in Chinese fashion.
He and the others began at once to learn the language
and to further identify themselves with the nationals
by wearing Chinese clothing and eating alongside
them as they ate.

It was while in China that C.T. reached the age (25
years old) in which according to his father's will he
was to inherit a large sum of money. Through reading
God's Word and much prayer, C.T. felt led to give his
entire fortune to Christ! This was not a fool's plunge
on his part. It was his public testimony before God
and man that he believed God's Word to be the surest
thing on earth, and that the hundred fold interest
which God has promised in this life, not to speak of
the next, is an actual reality for those who believe it
and act on it.

Before knowing the exact amount of his
inheritance, C.T. sent £5000 to Mr. Moody, another
£5000 to George Miiller (£4000 to be used on
missionary work and £1000 among the orphans); as
well as £15,000 pounds to support other worthy
ministries. In a few months, he was able to discover
the exact amount of his inheritance and he gave some
additional thousands away, leaving about £3400
pounds in his possession. (If we calculate the the
amount of pounds into dollars and the increase in the
currency over the years, C.T. Studd inherited a total of

over 7.5 million dollars in American currency).

Three years after arriving in China, C.T. married a
young Irish missionary from Ulster named Priscilla
Livingstone Stewart. Just before the wedding he
presented his bride with the remaining money from his
inheritance. She, not to be outdone, said, "Charlie, what
did the Lord tell the rich young man to do?" "Sell all."
"Well then, we will start clear with the Lord at our
wedding." And they proceeded to give the rest of the
money away for the Lord's work.

They served the Lord together in inland China
through many perils and hardships until in 1894 after
ten years in China, ill health forced the Studds to return
to England, where they turned their property over to the
China Inland Mission.

From 1896-1897, C.T. toured American universities
in behalf of the newly formed Student Volunteer
Movement. C.T. describes one of the meetings at
Bucknell College in Pennsylvania:

"Had a splendid student's meeting at 6.:30. The Lord
was greatly with us. After some hymns and a prayer, 1
spoke for about 30 minutes, then all got on knees, and
one after another gave themselves to God in such
sentences as 'Lord, take me as I am,’ 'l will go with
Thee, Lord Jesus.' There must have been a score of
them. Oh, surely that is the sweetest music that can ever
be heard by any ears, and if sweet to us, how much
sweeter to Jesus. Afterwards I got them to sing a hymn:
"The cleansing blood I see, 1 see, I plunge, and oh, it
cleanseth me."

In 1900 the Studd family went to South India where
C.T. served as a pastor of a church in Ootacamund for
six years. From the time of his conversion, C.T. had felt
the responsibility upon their family to take the Gospel to
India.

China, then India, and now the heart of Africa. After
their return home to England in 1906, C.T. was stirred
by the need for missionary pioneer work in Central
Africa. But again the path was not without obstacles.
Penniless, turned down by the doctor, dropped by a
committee of businessmen who had agreed to support
him, yet told by God to go, once more C.T. staked all on
obedience to God. As a young man he staked his career,
in China he staked his fortune, now he staked his life.
His answer to the committee was; "Gentlemen, God has

called me to go, and I will go. I will blaze
the trail, though my grave may only
become a stepping stone that younger men
may follow." Leaving his wife and four
daughters in England, C.T. sailed, contrary
to medical advice, for the heart of Africa
in 1910, where he continued to work until
his death in 1931.

C.T. bore much fruit for the Saviour
while in Africa as he endured weakness
and sickness; loosing most of his teeth and
suffering several heart attacks; but he
endured hardness as a good soldier of the
Lord Jesus Christ!

In a letter home, C.T. gave a last
backward look at the outstanding events
of his life:

“As I believe [ am now nearing
my departure from this world, 1
have but a few things to rejoice in;
they are these:

1) That God called me to China and I
went in spite of utmost opposition from all
my loved ones.

2) That I joyfully acted as Christ told that
rich young man to act.

3) That I deliberately at the call of God,
when alone on the Bibby liner (a British
Shipping Company) in 1910, gave up my
life for this work, which was to be
henceforth not for the Sudan only,
but for the whole unevangelized World.

My only joys therefore are that when
God has given me a work to do, I have not

refused it."

Shortly after 10:30 p.m. on a July day
in 1931, C.T. Studd went home to be with
His Lord whom he had loved so dearly
and served so faithfully! The last word he
spoke was "Hallelujah"!
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